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INTEGRITY 
A l t a r r d  Movad Ornganol Sits 

D E S C R I B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  (If known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E h R I N C E  

Eppington f f a w e s  a  three-bay,  two-and-a-half s t o r y  c e n t r a l  block with 
hipped roo f ,  dormers, modillioned co rn ice ,  and f lanking  one-story wings. 
The f i r s t  f l o o r  f r o n t  of the  c e n t r a l  block has been a l t e r e d  by board and 
b a t t e n  s i d i n g  and a  r a t h e r  dcep, f u l l - l e n g t h  porch. T h e c e n t r a l U . e c k  
i s  framed wi th  two t a l l  e x t e r i o r  end chimneys which r i s e  from the roof of  
the wings. The r o o f l i n e  of the  wings terminates  i n  a  low-pitched h i p  which 
s o f t e n s  the  e f f e c t  of t h e  r a t h e r . s t e e p l y  pi tched roof of t h e  c e n t r a l  block. 
Other than t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  porch a l t e r a t i o n s ,  a  two-story r e a r  e l l  i s  the  
only e x t e r i o r  change a t  Eppington. . 

Tlie i n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e s  a_cc=:hal l  wi th  a s ta i rway across  t h e  f r o n t ,  l inking 
the  c e n t r a l  u n i t  wi th  the  wings. ':The f i n e  i n t e r i o r  panel ing covers  the 
c.hi~gy,.yallS i n  t h e  p r e s e n t , l i v i n b  room and-din ing  room, the r e s t  of  t h e  
wa l l  surface"having p l a s t e r  above%the  c h a i r  r a i l  and a  p-a~ne-leddado below. 
The maritelslhave a  s imple a r c h s r a v e  framing wi th  a  p l a i n  f r i e z e  and s h e l f  
above. The formal i ty  of t h e  d in ing  room panel ing i s  broken somewhat hy the  
o f f - cen te r  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  f i r e p l a c e  r e s u l t i n g  i n  the  vary ing  widths o f  the 
panels  on e i t h e r  s i d e .  
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T h T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  (Include P e r a o n s ~ s s .  Dotea. E v m l s ,  E l c J  

Eppington was b u i l t  i n  t h e  l a t e  1760's by Francis  Eppes (died circa 1810) 
on land l e f t  him by h i s  f a t h e r ,  Richard Eppes (died circa 1765), of  
Bermuda Hundred. Francis  Eppes, bro ther - in- law and f i r s t  cous in  of Martha 
Wayles, the  wi fe  of Thomas Je f f e r son ,  and h i s  wife  r a i s e d  J e f f e r s o n ' s  
two daughters  a f t e r  the  death of t h e i r  mother i n  1782 while  t h e i r  f a t h e r  
was Min i s t e r  to  France. One of the  daughters ,  Lucy, d ied  and was buried 
a t  Eppington while  the  o t h e r ,  Mary (Pol ly)  J e f f e r son ,  married i n  1797 her  
cous in ,  John Wayles Eppes 1772-1823), son of h e r  uncle Francis ,  and 
spen t  much of h e r  time a t  Eppington u n t i l  h e r  death i n  1804. John Wayles 
Eppes served a s ' a  congressman a f t e r  de fea t ing  John Randolph of  Roanoke 
and l a t e r  s a t  . - a s  a  United S t a t e s  Senator  from 1817 t o  1819. - - 
Eppington 's  main a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  l i e s  i n  i t s  composition of 
main block and lower wings, an arrangement of masses which sugges t  i t s  
d a t e  of cons t ruc t ion  and i t s  p o s i t i o n  i n  the  development of the  e ighteenth-  
century  Georgian s t y l e .  Departing from the  r e l a t i v e  compactness of 
e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e s ,  Eppington and o t h e r  homes of the  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  of 
the  e igh teen th  century  began t o  break down the  dominance of the c e n t r a l  
block of t h e  e a r l i e r  period.  Inspi red  by the  contemporary i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  
of  Pa l l ad ian  forms, house bu i lde r s  turned to  three-and f i v e - p a r t  
conipositions f o r  t h e i r  designs.  Thus, a t  Brandon, Pr ince  George County, 
and a t  Ba t t e r sea ,  Petersburg,  t h e  main block e s t ab l i shed  i t s  importance 
i n  the  f i v e - p a r t  system due t o  i t s  r o l e  a s  t h e  c e n t r a l  foca l  po in t  a s  
we l l  a s  by s i z e .  The smal le r  t h r e e - p a r t  des ign  followed t h i s  theme to  
a  l e s s e r  degree and a l s o  took i t s  i n s p i r a t i o n  from the  "Roman country- 
s t y l e  house." (Waterman, 1945) The Randolph-Semple House, Williamsburg, 
and Be l l e  I s l e ,  Lancaster  County, show t h i s  des ign  which was appa ren t ly  
the  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  Eppington a s  we l l .  
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